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THE CRIMINAL STATISTICS OP BUENOS AYRES. 

Provincia de Buenos Aires. Memoria del Departamento de Policia. 
1892. Pp. 196; tables. 

This account, presented by Guillerrno J. Nunes, gives statistics of 
crimes of various sorts committed during the year 1891 in the Province 
of Buenos Ayres, classified by five groups, by specific offences, and by 
jurisdictions. It is suggestive as throwing light upon social conditions 
in a South American country. Comparisons by ratio with the year 
1890. and a comparison by ratio of total criminality with that of various 
other countries, are given. The account contains also statistics of 
accidents, suicides, drunkenness, and of matters of minor interest. 

As the comparison with other countries does not use the different 
groups of crimes, a comparison has been made with England and 
Wales, and a new table has been constructed. A comparison with 
some country of southern Europe would be more valuable, but the 
necessary statistics were not accessible. 

It must be remembered, as shown by Dr. Robert Giffen,* that for 
various reasons a comparison of criminality of different countries is 
not very satisfactory ; administration may be more efficient, or laws 
more numerous, in one country than another. In England ''destroy- 
ing of trees, shrubs, etc., growing" is included among "crimes against 
property." Such items are omitted in the table. 
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1 Certain crimes are not included : in Bnenos Ayres those peculiar to public employes, 
etc., and in England those against the game laws, etc. 

The numbers tor the province of Buenos Ayres are taken from the Memoria del Departa- 
mento de Policia, 1891, p. 180. The population is from p. 184. 

The numbers for England and Wales are from the Judicial Statistics, 1890, p. 20, addi- 
tion and subtraction having been performed to make the grouping as nearly as possible 
identical with that of the Memoria. The number for drunkenness is from p. 25. The popu- 
lation is given as estimated for 1890 in the Statesman's Year book for 1892, p. 16. 

The numbers are in both cases the numbers of offences taken cognizance of by the police, 
not the numbers of offenders convicted. 

* Publications American Statistical Association, Vol. Ill, p. 200. 

L. P. Lane. 



